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Pamphlet concerning The Impor- 
A tance f Rabbinical Learning, &c; 

coming to my Hands, the Subject 
invited me to read it; but I ſoon found, that 
the. Performance did not anſwer to what 
might be expected from the Title Page, 1 
was preſently convinced the Author of it was 
a bad Man, a Man of an ill- natured and 
dogged Diſpoſition, a perfect Cynic, that un- 
provoked could write in ſuch a Manner he 
does; The Character of the Rev. Mr. John 
Gili, and his Writings, againſt whom this In- 
vective is levell'd, are too well known, to ſuffer 
any Prejudice from the Performance of ſs 
captious and trifling a Writer; the Conſide- 
ration of which, ohe would have thought 
might have demanded a greater Degree of 
Reſpect to have been ſhewn him, and have 
ſecared him from ſuch ill Treatment as this 
he has met with. And as it may be rea- 
ſonably thought that Mr. Gil is not at lei- 
ſure through the important Buſineſs he has 
upon his Hands, and was he, that it would 
be delow him to take notice of ſuch a worth- 
leſs Writer; and having ſome Taſte for Rab- 
A 2 binical 


fa 


binical Learning my ſelf, and ſome little 


* Knowledge of it, and to prevent any ill In- 


fluence this ſtupid Performance may have 
upon weak Minds, I have undertaken to make 
ſome Animadverſions upon it. 

The general View of this Author is to 
bring into Contempt the Writings of the 
Jeuiſb Rabbins; and in order to this he tells 
abundance of idle Stories, ſaid to be found 


in them; and ſuggeſts that ſuch like are the 


only things contained in them; and therefore 
nothing good and profitable can be gathered 
from them, or be of any Service for the II- 
luſtration of the ſacred Scriptures; and all 
this done in the moſt indecent and abuſive 
Manner; a Method which has been formerly 
uſed for the ſame Purpoſe, and aSort of Treat-; . 
ment Men of the greateſt. Characters have: 


met with, who have been converſant with 


Fewiſh Writings; That great and learned 
an, Mr. Ainſworth, complains of ſuch 


Uſage in an Advertiſement —— his Notes 


upon the P/alms, after he had finiſhed and 


publiſhed his learned Annotations upon the 


five Books of Meſes. His Words are: 
« Whereas I have alledged many of their, 
ec (the Fews) — eſpecially from 
« the Greek and Chaldee, and Maimonides, 


« the chiefeſt of Eſteem among them, I am 


e for this blamed; thoſe Writers generally 


4 condemned; and to make them the more 


_ « odious, 


Et 3.1 

« odious, their Herefies, Fables and Falſ- 
& hoods are diſplay d;“ to which he gives 
this ſhort Anſwer, and which is a ſufficient 
one to all this Author has written; * to ob- 


« jet the Jews Hereſies, Fables, and falſe 


4 Expoſitionsof many Scriptures, is no ſound 
© reaſon to condemn the good things that 
« are found in them.“ 


As I read the long Beadroll of idle Tales 


and Romantic Stories, given by this Man, 
as told by the Fewi/h Writers, I ever and 
anon looked to the Bottom of the Pages, to 
obſerve with what Authority all this was 
ſupported; but could find no reference to 
any Book or Author. Mr. Gill does not uſe 
his Readers in ſuch a Manner; whenever he 
produces any thing out of the Miſuiab or 
Talmud or any Fewiſh Writer, he directs to 
the Book, Treatiſe, Chapter, Section and 
Page; and it might have been expected, that 
one who ſets up himſelf as his Antagoniſt 
fhould have been Maſter of their Writings, 
and have been able-from his own Know- 
ledge to have avouched and ſupported the 
things he delivers; but as I read on and came 
to the cloſe of this wonderful Account, how 
did I bleſs myſelf! What a Mixture of the 
Paſſions, of Amazement, Indignation and 
Contempt roſe' up in my Mind? When for 
the Truth of this Relation of Rabbinical 
Fables, I found myſelf and other Readers re- 
£27) CS NINETY ferred 
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ferred to Purchas s Pilgrimage; ; an Author, 
Lil venture to ſay, who never w the Talmud 
in his Life, and much leſs read it; and what 
he has piekedout of others, hath been collect- 
ed by ſuch, who were in the ſame Predica- 
ment with himſelf, and. theſe. very likely too 
from others of the ſame Claſs. And thus are 
theſe Stories commonly handed don from 
one Relator to another, untill at length they 


are confirmed by a Variety of Authors to be 


the genuine Fables of the Fews, This 
ſerves to confirm what Ms. Gill has ob- 
ſerved, that Nothing is more common 
5 than to repreſent the Rabbins as a Sett of 
Romantic and fabulous Writers, as fooliſh, 
e ſtupid and dotards; and this is plentifully 
8 ö for the moſt part by fuch-who have 
© never read them,” But to return to my 
Author, my. Reſentment began to cool-a 
little when J conſidered this Man's Educa- 
tion, according to the Accgunt he himſelf 
gives of it, Page 6. by which it appears that 
the, firſt Part of his Life was ſpent in read- 
ing the Hiſtories of Tom Tumb, Jack the 
Giant killer, - Guy, Earl of Warwick, Sc. 
He. tink he got through theſe before he 
was ten Years of age, but he is not ſure ; per- 
haps, he might be twelve or fourtecty 
before he had finiſhed his Studies in 
this Sort of Claſſicks, and might be of an 
Age to go out an Apprentice; and ſince N F 
as 


AE 
has been his Curſe of Life, and he has ever 
ſince, as it ſeems, been in Trade and Buſi- 
neſs, and ſtill is; it may be preſumed that 
Mr. Purchas, with a Man of ſo mean an 
Education, and of ſuch low Reading, 1 is a 
very great Author, and his Pilgrimage per- 
haps 1 is the top Book this Man ever read. 
It is upon this Conſideration that I can ac- 
count for and paſs over his putting Gema- 
rum for Gemara, and Pandimonium, in- 
ſtead, I ſuppoſe, of Pandæmonion; tho, I 
confeſs the Word pronounced either way is 
what I never remember to haye met with, 
Perhaps Pantheon ran in the Man's Head, 
a Temple in Rome Pagan dedicated to all 
the Gods, which he has chriſtened Pan- 
dimonium, a Word neither Greek nor La- 
tin, but ſeems deſigned to point at a Place 
where all the Devils met together, But let- 
ting theſe things paſs, be it ſo, that there. 
are fuch idle Tales and fabnlogs Stories in 
the Talmud, and other Fewiſh Writings, 
and that they are to be proved to be in 
them by ſufficient Authorities, what is all 
this to the Purpoſe ? What tho' there may 
be many bad things in them, does it fol- 
low therefore. that there are no good ones ? 
This is very bad Reaſoning indeed: This 
Author has the Aſſurance (or, if you will, 


Impudence) to ſay p. 3 1. that it is hard, if 
not t impoffi ble, to find one good thing in 


the 


1 5 1 

the 7 almud. and the reſt; of the Relbinicat: 
Writings. 1 would aſk this Man whether . 
he has read the Talmud, and the reſt of the 
Rabbinical Writings; he ought to have 
read them before he had expreſſed himſelf. 
with fuch an Air of Confidence; tho' it is 
highly probable he never ſaw the Talmud: 
in his Life, and I am very well aſſured is 
not able to read one ſingle Line in it; and 
eſpecially what has all this to do with Mr.. 
Gills Expoſition of the New Teſtament? 
If this Man had done any thing to the Pur- 

poſe, he ought to have ſhewn that what is 

produced in that Work out of Fewiſh Wri- 


ters is of the ſame kind with theſe romantic, 


Stories; or that there are no ſuch things to 
be met with in the M:/nab and Talmud, and. 
otherWriters, which he cites and refers to; or, 
that what is produced is not to the Purpoſe, 
and does not ſerve to illuſtrate any paſſage of 
Scripture; or that there were no ſuch Rites, 
and Uſages among the Jes; or that theſe 
are not referred to in any. part of the New 
Teſtament.. Till ſomething of this kind 
is done, it will be to no purpoſe to object the 
bad things ſaid to be in thoſe Writings: 

for a Man to obſerve the bad things in an 
Author in order to being into Contempt 
and Diſcredit the good things Which are 
in him, argues a very malevolent Diſpoſi- 


| tion ; and is acting the Part of the ill- na- 


tured 


EE 
tured Rhapſodiſt, who collected together, 
and publiſhed all the bad Lines in Homer, 
and took no notice of his good ones. What 
tho' there are many things wrong in Fo/e- 
pbus, in Philo, in the Books of the Mac- 
cabees, are the good things in them to be 
neglected and thrown away ? Are not theſe 
Writers juftly in Credit and Eſteem not- 
withſtanding, with all Men of Learning 
and Senſe? What though whole Volumes 
might be filled with the Fables and Falſe- 
' hoods of Heathen Writers, muſt every 
thing in them that is uſeful in Hiſtory, Phi- 
loſophy, Morality, and even for the Illu- 
ſtration of the ſacred Scriptures, be deſpiſed 
and rejected? This would be a Diſcourage- 
ment to, and a Check upon every Branch 
of Literature; yea, it would carry a very 
ſevere Reflection upon the inſpired Writers, 
r the Apoſtle Paul, who in his 
ritings has cited the Teſtimonies of the 
Heathen Poets, Aratus, Menander, and E- 
pi meni des, Acts xvii. 28. 1 Cor. xv. 33. 
Tit. i. 12. What a fooliſh and wicked Part 
would ſuch a Man act, who, in order to 
diſcredit and to expoſe to Ridicule and 
Contempt what is produced by the Apoſtle 
out of theſe Writers, ſhould collect together 
all the bad things he could find in them? 
But IT have ſaid enough to ſhew the Folly 
| N B Seeds — © 
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and Weakneſs of our Author's Conduct 
and Reaſoning. 

It might have been expected from * 
Title Page, that he would have given a di- 
rect and diſtinct Anſwer to Mr, G://s Pre- 
face to his Expoſition; and have attempted 
to have diſproved what he there ſays con- 
cerning the Antiquity of the Few Wri- 
tings he makes uſe of in his expoſition, but 
nothing. of this Kind is done. He allows 
the Targums to be written long before the 
Incarnation; he takes no notice of the 
Miſnah, and owns the Talmud was written 
at the Time Mr. Gill ſays it was. He ca- 
vils at and objects to a Paſſage or two in 
the ſaid Preface; one is, that Fudai/m, pro- 

rly fo called, was a peculiar Religion 
diſtin& from Chriſtianity, but not contrary 
to it; whereas he ſays that that and Chri- 
ſtianity were always the ſame thing, the 
very ſame Religion. Mr. Gil, T1! venture 
to ſay for him, knows very well, nor does 
he ſay any thing to the contrary, that Chri- 
ſtianity, as to the Eſſentials of it, or the Do- 
ctrine of Salvation by Cuklsr, has been 
always the ſame thing in all Ages, from the 
firſt Revelation of it to Adam; but the Form 
in which it has been exhibited has been 
different. Under the former Diſpenſation it 
was held forth in Types, Figures, Sacrifices, . 
and carnal Ordinances, which is what 17 
G1 


mel 

Gill means by Judaiſm, properly ſo called; 
an Abrogation of which Form was, made 
by Cbriſt, and pure naked Chriſtianity di- 
veſted of ſuch a Form, was propagated in 
the World by the Apoſtles of Chriſt, by 
means of preaching the Goſpel more clear- | 
ly, and adminiſtring Ordinances of Chr:/?'s 
appointing ; fo that Chriſtianity, as to the 
outward Form, may be diſtinguiſhed, tho' 
the Eſſence of it has been always the ſame, 

The other paſſage objected to is, that a 
Work of Matmonides, called Tad Chazaka, 
is written in pure Hebrew, This Man 
doubts the Truth of it; nay, he ſays, Mai- 
monides could not write, nor did he under- 
ſtand pure Hebreto; yea, he ventures to ſay, 
there is not one ſingle Line of pure Hebrew 
in the whole World but in the Bible. One 
would think this Author is a Judge of pure 
Hebrew, and that he has ſeen all the He- 
brew Books that are in the World, and 
particularly has examined Mai moni des tho- 


roughly, as to pronounce all this with ſuch 


a magiſterial Air ; whereas I dare ſay he 


never ſaw the Work of Mai monides, nor is 


he 'capable of reading any one Hebrew 
Writer, nor of forming any Judgment of 
the Difference between Bible Hebrew and 
other : No doubt but there is a Difference 
between them, and the Preference muſt be 
giyen to the Bible; nor is there any He- 
> gd B 2 brew 
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brew ſo pure as that ; and yet Maimonides, 
in compariſon of others, may be ſaid to 
write in pure Hebrew, which is moſt clear- 
. Senſe in which Mr. Gil is to be un- 
erſtood; ſince he adds that he wrote in 
| * a clean, neat, and eaſy Language, clear 
iq e of that crabbed and rugged Style in which 
« the Gemara eſpecially is — — Nor 
is he alone in his judgment of this Matter, 
both Jews and. Chriſtians agreeing with, 
x: him: As I ſaid before, I have ſome little 
+ Knowledge of Rabbinical Learning ; and 
% tho' I know that the Teſtimony of a Jewiſh 
if Rabbi will be deſpiſed by this Man, yet, as 
it proves what J affirm, I'll make mention 
of one, it may have its Weight with others, 
it is a Jeuiſi Chronologer of note, R. 
Abraham Zacuth () who affirms that 
Fl Maimonides compoſed his Tad Chazaka 
emed Tv ns n pen in the Holy Lan- 
j guage exceeding pure; and the ſame Teſti- 
mony is bore to it by many Chriſtian Wri- 
M ters, who have always been thought to be 
God | good Judges of the Hebrew Language. The. 
M! learned Buxtorf (o) ſpeaking of this Perfor- 
mance of Maimoniaes, ſays of it, that in it 
the whole Talmudic Work. is compendiquſly 
handled lingua . H ebraiga Nerf. 


(9 Sepher Juchafin, fol. ty 2. ( 9 ble. Rab. 5 
i a} | | 
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cili, in the Hebrew Language elegant and 
very eaſy, And to the ſame Purpoſe Mr. 
Ainſworth obſerves (*) that Theſe long 
« Volumes (meaning the Talmud) were af- 
« ter abridged by Moſes, the Son of Mai mon 
called Maimony and Rambam) who lived 
« 1200Years after our Lord's Birth; and he 


« ſet down in plainer Hebrew, the Expoſi- 


e tions, Canons and Traditions, accotding 
e to which they had interpreted the Law of 
« God, given by Moſes, and practiſed the 
« fame.” To which may be added what 
Wolfius of late has affirmed (*), that Mai- 


 monides wrote this laborious Work, Lingua 


Hebraica puriſſima, in the moſt pure Hebrew 
Language. 1 don't imagine that theſe Au- 
thorities will have. any Weight with this 
Man, and thoſe. that adhere to him ; all 
that I produce them for, is to ſhew that 
ſome of the beſt Judges of the Hebrew 
Language have been of the ſame. Opinion 
with Mr, Gill. This Author treats with 
Contempt the Authorities Mr, Gil has. 
produced in Favour of the Uſefulneſs of 
Fewiſh Learning for the Illuſtration of the 
ſacred Scriptures, and ſuggeſts that theſe 
are brought to impoſe upon the Reader; 
whereas his manifeſt View is not, as he inti- 


(*) Advertiſement. (“) Bibliothec. Heb, Vol. L p. 
840. | 
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mates, to put any Truth to the Vote, to be 
carried by a Majority; but to ſhew that he 
is not alone in his Sentiments, and that 
theſe are not the ſudden and ſingle Starts of 
his own Mind and Fancy. But one thing 
muſt not be paſſed over, and which lies in 
a marginal Note, p. 28. that Wagenſeil, one 
of the Authors cited by Mr. Gill, calls the 
very Works our Author (Mr. Gz// ) recom- 
mends, the fiery Darts of Satan. Wagen- 
ſeil is indeed one of the Authors cited by 
Mr. Gill in Favour of the Talmud, and his 
Expreſſions are very ſtrong ; he ſays, there 
is no Book in the World that can be of that 
Service for the Illuſtration of the Holy 
Scriptures as the Talmud. And now can 
any Man in his Senſes think that Wagenſeil 
could fo contradict himſelf as to call this 
very Book the fiery Darts of Satan, as this 
Writer inſinuates? No, they are not the 
Miſnah and Talmud, the Books which Mr. 
Gill recommends, and Wagenſeil had ſuch 
an Opinion of, as before. obſerved, that he 
ſo calls ; but ſome virulent Writings of mo- 
dern eus, which he publiſhed under the 
Title of the fiery Darts of Satan, and has 
given a very learned Confutation of ſome 
of them; in which he was greatly aſſiſted 
by his Knowledge of Jewiſßh' Writings. 
This Man ought to complain to his learned 
| Ss Friend 
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Friend who helped him to this Note, for 
impoſing upon him in ſuch a Manner. 
Two or three Paſſages in Mr. Gill's Ex- 
poſition of the New Teſtament are nibbled 
at by this Writer. He cavils at his Note 
on Matt. iii. 1. for making John the firſt 
Adminiſtrator of Baptiſm, which, he ſays 
is not true: He ought to have told us who 
was the firſt Adminiſtrator of Baptiſm, if 
Fohn was not; ſince this is advancing a new 
Notion contrary to the Senſe of Men, of 


all Denominations: For though ſome have 


been of Opinion, that the Baptiſm of Feuiſh 
Proſelytes was before John's Time, and that 


he took ſome things in his Baptiſm from 
| thence; yet none that ever heard of, ventur'd 


to aſſert, that Chriſtian Baptiſm, or Baptiſm 
as it was adminiſtred by him, was ever prac- 
tiſed before him. What he means by mention- 
ing another Paſſage in the Note on Matt. 
XX111, 15. along with this, I cannot diſcern; 
unleſs he would ſuggeſt a Contradiction to 

the other, which he ſhould have attempted 
to have proved, He ſeems to act very cau- 
tiouſly, being aware that the Proof of Bap- 
tiſm before the Times of John depends upon 
the Authorities of the Few!/h Rabbins; a 
Sett of Men he don't like, and to expoſe 
whom is the general View of his Pam- 
phlet. 15 l) 


He 


[16 ] 
le gives us a very uncommon Piece of 
Criticiſm on Mar. iii. 19, 20. and yet ſug- 
geſts that the reading of the Text he pro- 

poſes, is eaſy and well known, and cannot 
be denied. The Verſion he recommends is 
this: And they came into the Houſe, and the 
Multitude comes together again, ſo that it 
was impoſſible for them even to eat Bread, 
and they hearing who were with him, ic 
Hoy vga avrev, they went out to reſtrain 
it, Ae yap ors gien, for they ſaid, that it 
is tumultuous, The Author of this Criti- 
ciſm, whoever he is, for it ſeems not tb be 
this Man's, he is here out of his Depths, 
ought to have ſupported the Senſe he gives 
of the Words xgariw and ei51u by the uſe 
of them either in ſome other Parts of the 
New Teſtament, or in the Septuagint of 
of the Old, or in ſome good Claflical Writer. 
The former of theſe may indeed ſignify to 
reſtrain a Perſon, but then it is by laying 
Hands upon him and holding him by Force. 
Now can it be imagined that the few Per- 
fons that were along with Chriſt, who 
went out of the Houſe, were able to lay 
Hands upon, and reſtrain by mere Force 
the vaſt multitudes that were crouding 
about the Houſe? This has ſomething of the 
Marvellous in it, and favours of a Rabbi 
nical Fable, this Man has an Averſion to. 
And as for the latter Word, it is pony 
"2 | - uſe 
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uſed to expreſs Admiration and Aſtoniſ- 


ment at any thing ſaid or done, that is 


wonderful; by which Perſons have been 


tranſported beyond themſelves, fo as to have 
. ſcarcely been themſelves. See Mark. iii. 21. 
and v. 42. and vi, 51. Luc. ii. 47. and viii. 
56. and xxiv. 22. A, ii. 7, 12. and viii. g, 
13. and ix. 21. and x. 45. and xii. 16. 


Hence it is uſed here and in 2 Cor. v. 13. 


for one beſide himſelf: And indeed, it may 
be truly faid however of this Critick, that 
he, 51, is, beides himſelf, to make this 
Word to ſignify tumultuous. And if this is a 


Specimen of the New. Tranſlation of the 


Bible we are to have from a Sett of 
' Men, and which is conveyed to us by 
Means of this Man, it ſeems as if it would 
be a mad Piece of Work. Mr. Gill idle 
things as this Writer calls them, ſaid by 
him in his Comment on this Paſſage, will 
Hold good and ſtand firm, when ſuch fan- 
ciful Interpretations will be defpiſed by all 
Men of Senſe and Learning. 

The Account Mr. Gill gives of the good 
Samaritan in Luk. x. 33. is pronounced by 


cmis Writer a whimſical one, it ſhould ſeem, 


becauſe he. interprets the good Samaritan 
of Feſus Chriſt ; which is a Senſe Interpreters 
generally give into, and therefore has no- 
thing ſtrange and peculiar in it. He ſeems to 


intimate as if Jacob Bebm was the firſt Au- 


thor of this Account of the good Samari- 
| C > Fan, 
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tan, and therefore ought to have been re- 
| ford to in the Margin; whereas this Senſe 
of the Parable Chtained among Chriſtian 
Writers, ten or twelve hundred Years (5 
fore Jacob Behm was born. Ambroſe (* 

in his Comment on this Paſſage has he 
Words: © This is not a common Samari- 
« tan, who did not deſpiſe him whom 
« the Prieſt and Levite deſpiſed — The 
« Word Samaritan ſignifies a; Keeper, the 
Interpretation agrees with this. Who is the 
% Keeper, but he of whom it is ſaid, The 
« Lord keeps the little ones? And as there 
« is another Tew. in the Letter and an- 
« other in the 8 bit, ſo there is another 
« Samaritan openl and another ſecretly. 
« This Samaritan 1 the Deſcender, 
& who is he, but He that came down from 
« Heaven, and who. went 2 10 Heaven; 
« the Son of Man which is in Heaven?” 
The two Pence he makes to be the two 
Teſtaments, and the Hoſt, the Miniſters of 
the Goſpel. Gregory Nazianzen, (* ') who 
lived in the fourth Century, as the above 
Writer alſo did, ſpeaking of Chriſt, ſays; 
he was called a Samaritan, and one that 
had a Devil, h oagu, but. he. Javed. him 
that went doyn From Jeruſalem, ang fell 
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among Thieves; and Origen, () long before 
them both, interpreted the good Samaritan 
of Chriſt : he firſt gives the Senſe of one of 
the Preſbyters in his Time or before him, 
explaining the Parable after this Manner: 
« The Man, that went down is Adam; Je- 
« ruſalem. Paradiſe; Jericho the World; 
&« the Thieves contrary Powers; the Prieſt 
© the Law; the Levite the Prophets; Sama- 
« riten Chriſtum the Samaritan Chriſt; the 
& Wounds Diſobedience ; the Beaſt the Bo- 
tt dy of the Lord; the Inn the Church, 


e which receives all that are willing to en- 
te ter; the two Pence the Father and the 


« Son; the Hoſt the Governor of the 
« Church, to whom the Diſpenſation of 


ee things is committed; the Return of the 


ce Samaritan the ſecond Coming of the 
ce Saviour”; to which Interpretation Ori- 


gen himſelf aſſented; and who goes on to 


obſerve, that the Word Samaritan ſignifies 
a Keeper, and adds, this is he that keepeth 


Iſrael, who neither ſlumbers nor ſleeps — 


To whom the Jews ſaid, thou art 4 Sa- 
maritan, and haſt a Devil; who when he 


denied that he had a Devil, did not de- 
ney that he was a Samaritan, for he knew 
himſelf to be the Keeper — This is that Sa- 


maritan whoſe Care and Help all that are ill 


(*) Homil. xxxiv. in Luc. fol. 111. 6. v. 112 A. B. 
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ſtand in need of — This Samaritan carries 
our Sins and grieves for us; he carries the 
Man half dead and brings him into the Inn, 
the Church, which receives all, and denies 
not its Help to any ; to which Jeſus invites 
all, ſaying, Come unto me, all ye that labour, 
' &c, Thus far this ancient Writer, who lived 
at the Beginning of the third Century, 
and ſo many Years before Jacob Behm was 
in the World, as before obſerved; A Wri- 
ter 1 dare ſay, Mr. Gil never thought 
worthy-of peruſing. This Man ſeems to 
have a Reſpect for poor Jacob, as he calls 
him, and every like loves its like; but me- 
thinks he does not treat him very civilly, 
in ſuggeſting that his Account of the good 
Samaritan is a whimſical one, What that is 
I know not; and therefore muſt leave him 
and his Teutonic Philoſopher as being both 
much of the ſame caſt. - HORA 

It need not be thought range that this 
Writer ſhould be ſo much diſpleaſed with 
Mr. G:l/'s Expoſition of the New Teſta- 
ment; ſeeing he ſeems to have no great O- 
pinion of the New Teſtament itſelf, Pag. 4. 
he ſays, «© the New Teſtament is wrote 
« Hiſtory-wiſe, without one new Inſtitu- 
tion, Precept, or Idea, in it.“ But ſure- 
ly the Epiſtles, which are a. conſiderable 
Part of the New Teſtament, are not hiſto- 
rical, but contain doctrinal and practical 
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things, recommended to the Churches, or 
to particular Perſons; and the Ordinances of 
Baptiſm, and the Lord's Supper, were new 
Inſtitutions, which are not at all mention- 
ed in the Old Teſtament, and to be met 
with no where but in the Writings of the 
New. Teſtament; 35 and I am inclined. to | 
think that every Man of Senſe. will find 
many new Ideas in thoſe ſacred Books, even 
every Man, excepting ſuch as have no, Ideas 
t at all of any thing. In Page 13. he thinks 
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"S 0 ow” 


0 it a ſtrange thing chat « any ſhould attempt 
8 « to prove the Doctrines of Chriſtianity by 
- te the New Teſtament: But either the 
, New Teſtament. is of divine Inſpiration, or 
d it is not; if it is not, it ought indeed to be 
is laid aſide; but if it is, it ſhould be uſed as 
n the Rule of our. Faith and Practice; and all 
h the Doctrines of Chriſtianity are proveable 
oy by it. In Page 17. he ſuggeſts that the 
is Apoſtles have made uſe of improper Words, 
h Words which are not expreſſive of the Ideas 
3 contained in thoſe Words which they have 
)- tranſlated; which bears hard upon * di- 
4. vine Spirit, by whom they were inſpired, 
te - as to ſpeak with tongues, ſo to write in a 
u- Language, and with Words moſt full, pro- 
e- per, pertinent, and accurate. But an Au- 
le thor. that can give himſelf ſuch Liberties as 
o- theſe is not worthy of any Man's Notice 
al | and Repird 


8 There 


ts 


There are many y things in this Pamphlet 
which he Titer cites, or has borrowed 
from one Mr. Hutcheſon, which 1 ſhall not 
concern myſelf with; my Intention being 
only to take notice of fach things in it as 
relate to Mr. Gill, and to vindicate him 
from the Cavils of this Man; and which I 
think I have ſufficien done, having omit- 
ted no one thing he charges him with, or 
with which he has abuſed him. As for Mr. 
Hutchefon, I read ſome of his Books ſome 
Yearsigo, but as they were for the moſt part 
uninteMigible to me, I chufe not to meddle 
with things that are out of my Reach; and 
it would have been well if the Author of 
this Pamphlet, J have taken notice of, bad 
been of the fame mind, 

It ſeems this Man is by Och lai | 
Taylor; I don't deſpiſe his Trade. nor bim 
on account of it; it is a very good Trade. 
very uſeful, banodfable and ancient; but it 
very merrity falls out, that he concludes 
his Pamph with a Citation opt of an 
anonymous Writer; who, in order to ex- 
poſe the Talmud, and the Traditions of the 
Jews, tells fome idle Stories, and mentions 
ſome of their Cuſtoms and Uſages, and 
ends with this: A Taylor may not on 
« that Day (the Sabbat Pay) wear a 
« Needle” ſticking on his Cds leſt he 
cc * ſhould ſeem to carry a Weapon A 

en 


[ 23 ] 


« if he ſtops to bite he may, but he muſt 
« not be cracked, A Louſe may ſuffer 
« Death : There are ſharp Diſputes among 
« the Doctors on this laſt Queſtion.” And 


to be Preſident of a Feuiſh Council to ſet- 
tle theſe Matters, I would obſerve to him 
for his Comfort, that theſe Rules only re- 
ſpect the Sabbath-Day ; and that, even was 


Fleas, and kill Lice on other Days: And 
ſo I ſhall leave him Maſter of his Shop- 
board, to do all the Execution this way he 
can with his little Weapon; and, would he 
take my Advice, it would be much better 


Pamphlets, 


( i 
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« Flea as he cuns along may not be caught, 


ſince he is pleaſed to recommend Mr. Gill 


he a Jeu, he might wear his Needle, catch 


for him to prick L--ce than to print 
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